
Beverly Hill
Harvey Jenkins
Cindy Jensen
Helen Johnson
Mary Kancevitch
Kathy Kane
Kenneth & Sheryl Lee
Winifred Legerton
Patricia Lynch
Susan Mangrum
Marjorie Marsh &
     J. Earl Thompson

The following churches, nonprofits and businesses �have made a �contribution over the past year:

THANK YOU! The generosity of these contributors has made an immediate  
difference in the lives of the incarcerated women of WCCW.

Suzanne Money
Rachel Moore
Kristi Neal
Phillip Noblitt
Susan Noblitt
Esther Pardue
Jim & Nancy Poling
Samuel Powers
Gail & Terry Pressley
Eileen Shea
Bonnie Shoemaker
Carolyn Shorkey

Pamela Sisler  
  & Stephen Smith
Autumn Skeglec
Ginny & Terrance Soll
Mary Sorrells
Kimberly Stewart
Kathleen Stigmon  
  &  Beaver Wyatt
Linda Stransky
John & Barbara Swart
Duncan Tam
Leith Tate
Marilyn & Darwin Theilman

Ashley Thompson
Mary Thompson
Carole Tyler
Brenda Walker
Elizabeth Wilson
Karen Wilson
Dawn Wilson & Jasper Beckert
Valerie Wiseman
Mary Jo & Perrin Wright

Friends  (continued) 

Black Mountain Presbyterian Church

Black Mountain United Methodist Church

Church of the Good Shepherd

Disciples Of Christ Church

Fairfield Mountains Chapel

First Baptist Church of Black Mountain

First Baptist Church Of Tryon

First Christian Church of Black Mountain

First Christian Church of Swannanoa

First Congregational UCC Of Asheville

Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church

Grace Episcopal Church Women

Grace Lutheran Church

House Of Mercy Asheville

Kiwanis Club of Black Mountain

Land Of The Sky UCC

McElroy Park

Montreat Presbyterian, PCUSA

Naomi Circle Love Offering

Pledging Foundation

Presbyterian Women Of Long Creek

Presbyterian Women, Bryson City

Presbyterian Women, FPC Of Hickory

Skyland United Methodist Church

St. John’s Episcopal Church

Trinity Presbyterian Church Of Hendersonville

Trinity Presbyterian Women

Vance Avenue Baptist Church

Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church  
and College Chapel

We are seeking supporters that can assist us in new growth in 2026 by providing 
annual gifts of $2,500 or more

The funds raised will directly impact our ability to hire the additional staff, administrative support and  
resources we need to increase our programs that are provided weekly and monthly to women inside  
WCCW (for pre-release reentry programs) and “outside the gate” transitional programs  
(for those that have released into our community and  
need support services).

YES, I would like to become a Ministry of Hope Benefactor by donating $2,500 or more: 
    See my enclosed donation of  $ _____________

EVERY DOLLAR COUNTS!  See my enclosed donation of  $ _____________

Detatch, include with donation, and mail to:  Ministry of Hope, PO Box 998, Black Mountain NC 28711

Donations can also be 
made securely online:

The Ministry of Hope has a great story.    ...And there are new chapters that have yet to be written! 
We’re working on some great ideas for 2026 - and bringing them to life is only possible with the ongoing support of folks like you  
who have been “with us” since the beginning, as well as new friends who are joining our ministry family every day. If you know of a 
friend, neighbor, business owner, community leader, or ANYONE that would be a valuable resource to our programs and services,  

please do not hesitate to reach out! You can email us at admin@ministryofhopewnc.org

We’ve all heard the saying of, “everything happens for a reason.”  
This saying has been ingrained in me ever since I was a child. It took me coming to 
prison to honestly believe it. I’ve been incarcerated since 2019. During this time, I 
carried a lot of shame, resentment, and anger. I was completely lost in the labels 
the world had given me. The same labels I had given myself.

In 2022, I was transferred to a minimum facility called Western Correctional Center 
for Women (WCCW). Black Mountain is where I began to heal previous wounds, and I started letting go of 
all the baggage I had carried around for years. Just being able to feel the sun on my face, see the beautiful 
mountains through a window (that you could actually see through!), and to be able to hear birds chirping. 

Feeling, seeing and hearing these things made me realize that I was in prison before I ever physically 
made it to prison. I never appreciated these things until they were taken away. So, I slowly began to come 
out of my shell. I got involved in programs that eventually landed me standing in front of the chapel at 
this facility. I had never willingly gone to church. I was made to go to church as a child, and even went to 
a private Christian school for a  big chunk of my education. If you would have told me two years ago that I 
would be writing this right now, I would have scoffed, rolled my eyes, and probably would have given you 
some witty response to counter that!

But two years ago was when I really started getting involved with Ministry of Hope. I began talking with the 
chaplains, attending services, and getting the support that I’ve never had. I know that I can’t speak for 
everyone that is incarcerated, but I can tell you what I have seen. I have seen women who were failed some-
where along in life, who felt like they had to act certain ways because it was the only way they were taught, 
and I have seen these same women completely open up and allow themselves to be true and vulnerable. 
Mainly being in thanks to Ministry of Hope and the love they give.

Our culture believes in punishing those who have done wrong without realizing that a lot of people have 
already been punished enough. You won’t find positive outcomes when you continue to throw negative 
things. I am thankful that I found positivity in a largely oppressive atmosphere, and I am more than happy 
to give thanks and acknowledgement to Ministry of Hope. Because of this ministry, I have been able to 
undo the original way I felt and how I used to think, and I am now able and willing to be who I was sup-
posed to be.

Everything DOES happen for a reason. If I never wallowed in the ugliness of this world or allowed it 
to consume me, I never would have made it here. I never would have found true freedom. I would have 
continued to take life for granted. So, be kind to everyone. It’s the kind gestures and words that can change 
someone’s life for the better, and I learned that from all the wonderful people I have met through Ministry 
of Hope.

END OF YEAR NEWS

2025 �Board
Cari Barcas, 

�Chair
Kitty Kelly, 
Vice Chair
Amy Moore, � 
Treasurer

Kathryn Wilson, 
Secretary

Suzette Armatas
Sharon Fender

Katie Hay 
Margo Mullinax
Cindy Walton

Ex-Officio�  
Members & Staff

The Rev.  
Susan Verbrugge,� 
WCCW Chaplain

The Rev.� Dr. 
Shannon Spencer�, 
WCCW Chaplain

Lauronda Morrow 
Teeple�, 

Executive Director
Susan Noblitt�, 
Adminstrative�
Coordinator

Cara Jenkins�, 
Transitional Mentoring
Kelly Wortman�, 
Board Bookkeeper
April Shoup, 
WCCW Warden
David Velez�, 

WCCW Assistant� �
Warden �of Programs

Contact Us
MINISTRY OF HOPE 

P.O. Box 998�
�Black Mountain, NC 

28711 
Chaplain Office��
(828) 596-6079
MOH email: 
�admin@�

ministryofhope�
wnc.org

Visit Us Online:�
MinistryOf�

HopeWNC.org

FINDING FREEDOM IN PRISON
by Dany (Current WCCW Resident)

    Words From Outside the Gates
“For the first time in a long time, I felt like I existed. I mattered.  

And it showed in everything I did. I began to look forward - to make 
plans for my release - and I leaned into my faith... 

...Today, I continue to build on the principles that Ministry of Hope  
gave me. Life hasn’t been perfect—there have been losses and gains, 

pain and fear, and even a hurricane that forced new beginnings.  
But through it all, I have not lost my faith or my way.” 

Read all of Tammy’s 
story (and others!) 

online:

Aamanda Evans
Charles Forrest
Jo Gaddy
Mack & Karen Gaddy
Linda Gagh
Prateek Goel
Peggy Grant
Keith Grogg & Vivian Hare
Lyn Havard

Katherine Hay
Howard & Mavourneen Heim



Patrons (continued) 
Margo Mullinax
Tom O’Neill
Judy Repman
Marcia & George Salansky
Glenda Scofield & Brenda DeLaet
Gayle Shelton
Keener & Joan Smathers
Penelope Stewart
Joan & Walter Tolley
John Van Roekel
Joan & Dick Weaver
John & Mary White
Lynn Wilson

Friends ($1 - $99) 
Jennifer Abshire
Cecelia Adams
LuAnn Anderson
Suzette Armatas
Cari Barcas
James Beaty
Nancy Benn
Sheri Blackwell
Kimberly Boggie
Marcia Boyd
Kathleen Busby
Martha & Robert Campbell
Vickie Carr
Jan Chubb
Ashley & Hans Crawford-Suhs
Lysa Deese
Jack & Anne Ellison

The following �
indviduals �have made 
a �contribution over the 

past year:

A reminder about �recurring giving as a way �to  
support Ministry of Hope...

A monthly gift allows our supporters the option to spread the financial impact of their giving across the entire year, making the  
commitment more manageable. These ongoing funds will provide regular and predictable support for our ministry, allowing our �organization 

to fund our ongoing operations overall, but also predict future cash flow - giving us a better lead in future planning and outreach.

When a donor signs up for this recurring donation program online, there are no 
checks to mail and no reminders needed - it’s all automated! 

Sign up now online at:  www.MinistryOfHopeWNC.org

Benefactors ($2,500+)
Chloe & Bill Cornell
Laura & Joe Gettys
Audrey & Ronald Morrow
Bonnie Schell

Partners ($1,000 - $2,500)
Margot Cain
Elsie & Chris Callahan
David Cornell
Mary Leonard White
Nancy & Richard McBrayer
Evelyn & Joe Trigg
Ann Walker
Bonnie Welden

Sponsors ($500 - $999)
Lucy Bennett
Joan Blessing
John & Pat Box
Lynn Deese
Jane Derrick
Sharon Fender
Susan Maney
Judy & Michael Mayer

NOTE: These contributors represent 
donations that have been received as of 
November 30, 2025.

THANK YOU! The generosity of these contributors has made an immediate  
difference in the lives of the incarcerated women of WCCW.

Sponsors (continued) 
John & Susan Moynahan
Mary Alice & Mike Murphy
Randy Riddle
Sally Schoen
Nancy & Kenneth Sehested
Grace & Daniel Stitt
Margaret Whitt

Sustainers ($250 - $499)
Jim & Diane Abbott
Bunny Alexander
James & Linda Brunner
Linda Burke
Katherine Cannon
Liesl Case & Blair Holladay
Eugene Derryberry
Priscilla Durkin
Susan Fairleigh
Margaret Fouse
Barbara & Henry Griffin
Billie Hicklin
Kitty & Kenneth Kelly
Deborah Kloos
Katherine & Jim Layman
Jan McRae
Amy Moore
Mollie Moore
Gwen & Ken Myers
Ron & Cyndy Rios
J. & Bonnie Scully
John & Gay Van Osdall
Cindy Walton

We’re getting ready for 2026 and re-stocking our inventories with:
• Greeting Cards - BIRTHDAY, THINKING OF YOU, EASTER, BLANK

WITH YOUR SUPPORT, we hand out over 1200 cards quarterly so EVERY single  
resident is able to have this vital supply for maintaining outside connections!

• Hygiene Items - deoderant, shampoo, conditioner, lotion, etc.

• Facial tissues (for chapel use)

Read more online:  www.MinistryOfHopeWNC.org/Ongoing-Supply

Email  admin@ministryofhopewnc.org to arrange drop off or pick-up of supplies.  
You can also DONATE - or order online and have shipped to: WCCW - ATTN: Verbrugge, 55 Lake Eden Road, Black Mountain NC  28711

REMINDER: ONGOING SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR WCCW

Do you have an idea for a craft, project, class, workshop or education opportunity for the residents  
of  WCCW? Email us at admin@ministryofhopewnc.org to discuss!

At any given time, we are collecting a variety of supplies, resources and needs for  
particular programs or events at WCCW.  Please visit our website to read about our  

various ongoing programs and view our current online wishlist!

Scan with your smart 
phone’s camera to 

visit us online!

Besides remembering and recognizing all of the devastation and loss that so many of 
you experienced due to Hurricane Helene, we also wanted to take a moment to honor 
the memories of Nancy Hankins and Mike Gregory, two of Ministry of Hope’s greatest  

warriors in our WCCW community. Thank you to everyone that made a donation in their 
memory. We are so proud to be continuing the good work that they helped build in the 

decades of combined love and service ”inside and outside the gates.”

HONORING WHAT WE’VE LOST

To make a donation in honor or memory of someone special:  www.MinistryOfHopeWNC.org/Donate-Now

MORE HOPE AND HEALING FOR 2026
Our community at large has spent the better part of the past year trying to recover, rebuild, and restore all 
that Hurricane Helene touched - both physically in our day-to-day lives, and emotionally - with the toll it took 
on our hearts and in our minds. Hope was sometimes hard to hold onto through all the grief of what  
was lost.

It’s been said that “grief is love that has no place to go.”  Thankfully, our supporters didn’t seem to have a 
problem finding some place for the love to go! Our volunteers, donors, community partners, staff and board 
members put love into action in so many ways to support both the women and the facility’s efforts during 
2025. New enrichment efforts (such as the Art Program headed up by First Congregational UCC of Asheville) were 
established by various faith groups and organizations, providing some much needed healing through creativi-
ty. We started the Hygiene Closet (which has been a huge success!), as well as the life-changing 
“Trauma Talks” program, helping women at WCCW see that their childhood traumas shaped their emotions and 
reactions as adults. Those experiences are not their destiny - they can turn their lives around, and they can heal. 

I was asked recently what was one of the most memorable things I’ve seen this year. There has been many… But if I had to pick, prob-
ably one of the most beautiful and impactful things was seeing previously incarcerated women returning as volunteers to WCCW to 
encourage and inspire those still inside. Never were Maya Angelou’s words more true, “as soon as healing takes place, go out and heal 
somebody else.” 2025 wasn’t the first year that I’ve seen this happen, but we are seeing more and more women coming back.

These experiences show that successful reentry is built on a foundation of healing and restoration, not just during incarceration but 
also through reliable post-release support. Providing a safe space, day-to-day essentials, strong networks, and mentoring ensures that 
internal change translates into a successful, permanent return to our community. We are fully committed to WCCW residents and are 
actively looking to expand our reach, particularly by identifying ways to provide necessary resources and mentoring to women serving 
shorter sentences who were previously ineligible for such support.

We look forward to 2026 with an abundance of hope - finding ways to highlight courage, self-compassion, and feed the transforma-
tive power of healing to find strength and wholeness. Ministry of Hope thanks you for all of your continued support, and we wish 
you a happy and healthy new year!

Lauronda Morrow 
Teeple, �

Executive Director

Sustainers (continued) 
Mary & Billy Wheeler
Kathryn Wilson
Becky Wilson

Patrons ($100-$249) 
Paul Achtemeier
Henry & Victoria Ackerman
Janice Adams
James Aydelotte
Marcia & David Barstow
Betsy Bossaer
Larissa Bowman
Linda Bowman
Lynn Brunner
Frances Case
Karen & John Collins
R. Currie
Rex & Janice Cutshall
Carol Dalton
John & Andrea Dewitt
Lucy Dusthimer
Corise Gambrell
Robert Gambrell
Barbara Gaw
Jean Gettys
Cecil & Gay Harris
Ellen Howe
Sandra & Wayne Jakeway
Glenda McDaniel
Lynn Michie & David McNair
Betty Jo & Rick Mills
Lauronda Morrow Teeple


