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MORE HOPE AND HEALING FOR 2026

Our community at large has spent the better part of the past year trying to recover, rebuild, and restore all
that Hurricane Helene touched - both physically in our day-to-day lives, and emotionally - with the toll it took
on our hearts and in our minds. Hope was sometimes hard to hold onto through all the grief of what

was lost.

It's been said that “grief is love that has no place to go.” Thankfully, our supporters didn’t seem to have a
problem finding some place for the love to go! Our volunteers, donors, community partners, staff and board
members put love into action in so many ways to support both the women and the facility’s efforts during
2025. New enrichment efforts (such as the Art Program headed up by First Congregational UCC of Asheville) were
established by various faith groups and organizations, providing some much needed healing through creativi-
ty. We started the Hygiene Closet (which has been a huge success!), as well as the life-changing

“Trauma Talks” program, helping women at WCCW see that their childhood traumas shaped their emotions and
reactions as adults. Those experiences are not their destiny - they can turn their lives around, and they can heal.

Lauronda Morrow
Teeple,
Executive Director

| was asked recently what was one of the most memorable things I've seen this year. There has been many... But if | had to pick, prob-
ably one of the most beautiful and impactful things was seeing previously incarcerated women returning as volunteers to WCCW to
encourage and inspire those still inside. Never were Maya Angelou’s words more true, “as soon as healing takes place, go out and heal
somebody else.” 2025 wasn't the first year that I've seen this happen, but we are seeing more and more women coming back.

These experiences show that successful reentry is built on a foundation of healing and restoration, not just during incarceration but
also through reliable post-release support. Providing a safe space, day-to-day essentials, strong networks, and mentoring ensures that
internal change translates into a successful, permanent return to our community. We are fully committed to WCCW residents and are
actively looking to expand our reach, particularly by identifying ways to provide necessary resources and mentoring to women serving
shorter sentences who were previously ineligible for such support.

We look forward to 2026 with an abundance of hope - finding ways to highlight courage, self-compassion, and feed the transforma-
tive power of healing to find strength and wholeness. Ministry of Hope thanks you for all of your continued support, and we wish
you a happy and healthy new year!

HONORING WHAT WE'VE LOST

Besides remembering and recognizing all of the devastation and loss that so many of
you experienced due to Hurricane Helene, we also wanted to take a moment to honor
the memories of Nancy Hankins and Mike Gregory, two of Ministry of Hope's greatest
warriors in our WCCW community. Thank you to everyone that made a donation in their
memory. We are so proud to be continuing the good work that they helped build in the
decades of combined love and service "“inside and outside the gates.”

REMINDER: ONGOING SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR WCCW

At any given time, we are collecting a variety of supplies, resources and needs for
particular programs or events at WCCW. Please visit our website to read about our
various ongoing programs and view our current online wishlist!

Scan with your smart
phone’s camera to

visit us online! E =

We're getting ready for 2026 and re-stocking our inventories with:

« Greeting Cards - BIRTHDAY, THINKING OF YOU, EASTER, BLANK

WITH YOUR SUPPORT, we hand out over 1200 cards quarterly so EVERY single
resident is able to have this vital supply for maintaining outside connections!

« Hygiene Items - deoderant, shampoo, conditioner, lotion, etc.
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« Facial tissues (for chapel use)

Read more online: www.MinistryOfHopeWNC.org/Ongoing-Supply

Email admin@ministryofhopewnc.org to arrange drop off or pick-up of supplies.
You can also DONATE - or order online and have shipped to: WCCW - ATTN: Verbrugge, 55 Lake Eden Road, Black Mountain NC 28711
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RECURRING GIVING PROGRAM
FOR MINISTRY OF HOPE

A reminder about recurring giving as a way to
support Ministry of Hope...

When a donor signs up for this recurring donation program online, there are no
checks to mail and no reminders needed - it’s all automated!

Sign up now online at: www.MinistryOfHopeWNC.org

A monthly gift allows our supporters the option to spread the financial impact of their giving across the entire year, making the
commitment more manageable. These ongoing funds will provide regular and predictable support for our ministry, allowing our organization
to fund our ongoing operations overall, but also predict future cash flow - giving us a better lead in future planning and outreach.

Do you have an idea for a craft, project, class, workshop or education opportunity for the residents

of WCCW? Email us at admin@ministryofhopewnc.org to discuss!




